
ARCHITECTURAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

OF DURHAM AND NORTHUMBERLAND Newsletter 28

Hornby fieldwork update summer 2017

President’s letter
autumn 2017 

  Dear Members, As the nights are drawing in our programme of  
    excursions for the year has come to a close and we are starting our 
      autumn lecture series, which looks as varied and interesting as ever. 
      I look forward to seeing many of you at the lectures. Your society 
     is run by a small committee, and following the AGM we have welcomed 
   some new faces, including Jo Shoebridge, who has taken over from Belinda 
        Burke as Secretary. I would like to repeat the thanks that were given to 
Belinda at the AGM for her many years service as secretary. As well as formal 
committee membership, we could do with some more hands to help with some of 
the tasks that are necessary to keep the society flourishing. Could you assist with 
keeping the membership records, or by editing this newsletter twice a year, or with 
something else? Please get in touch with Jo Shoebridge or myself if you can offer 
help. We are also always on the look-out for interesting topics for lectures, so if you 
have any ideas or can recommend a speaker, please let us know.

Andrew Millard President
 Architectural and Archaeological Society of Durham and Northumberland
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By Jupiter, what’s that noise? Ah! 
Yes, I remember, it’s the Cornicern 
blowing his dammed horn for the 
change of guard. Oh! My head! I 
had too much local ale to drink last 
night and I am suffering for it now. 
Sorry, I forgot my manners, let me 
introduce myself. Salutations, my 
name is Martius and I am a soldier 
in the Ninth Legion stationed in 
this far-flung outpost of the Roman 
Empire. It is called Britannia and it 
is cold and wet and the mist seems 
to hang around it like a cloak. It is a 
far cry from my native land. I come 
from our mother country, from 
a city called Pompeii – it is about 
ten or eleven days march south of 
Roma, close to a Mountain called 
Vesuvius. My father owns a vineyard 
on the fertile slops of that mountain. 
It is always sunny and warm there 
whereas here the cold goes straight 
to my bones. Eight years ago we had 
to vacate our legionary base at 
Lindum to move ninety Roman 
miles north to found a new legion-
ary base at the confluence of two 
rivers – we called it Eboracum. We 
had to do this because the Brigantes 
were causing us trouble and our old 
base was too far away to be effective. 
Our old headquarters became a 
colonia, a base for retired soldiers.
 I joined the Roman army several 
years ago. My father wanted me to 
join him in his business but I wanted 
to see the world and I thought the 
best way was to join the army. Huh! 
Fine chance – look where I was sent 
– it couldn’t be more different from 
my native land.

A day in the life of a Roman soldier . . .

Well, enough reminiscing. I had 
better get up before the centurion 
comes in and finds me still in my 
bunk. He’s a vicious character, all 
too ready to use his vine-stick on us 
poor soldiers. A quick wash and a 
shave and a bite of that stale bread of 
yesterday that Marcus baked. By the 
gods, he’s an awful cook! I’m sure he 
mixes a handful of sand when he is 
baking to save grain – I think he sells 
what he saves to the locals in the 
vicus for extra denarii to finance 
his gambling. 
 There are eight of us in this 
barrack room, and only three 
double bunks. That’s because there 
are always at least two of us out 
on guard duty or other fatigues. 
Now where’s my gladius? Someone 
is always hiding it. I think they 
are jealous because it is a grand 
specimen. I bought it off an old 
optio, the centurion’s second in 
command, who was retiring after 
over twenty-five years service, lucky 
beggar! I wish I was retiring, but I 
still have fourteen more years left to 
go. Oh no! Here’s the centurion! I’d 
better look smart. Come on Marcus, 
we are both down for guard duty 
this morning!
 Off we go to the cross hall of the 
principia, the headquarters building, 
for inspection, and to get our orders 

and the password for the day. 
Yesterday it was ‘Mars’ and the day 
before it was ‘Jupiter’ – who knows 
what it will be today?

Well, here I am again after four 
hours on guard duty. I’m sure that 
water clock is slow – it seems more 
like double that time since I went 
out. It’s freezing today and my 
warm underpants and socks have 
not yet arrived from my family 
in Pompeii. Come to think of it, I 
haven’t heard from my family for a 
couple of months. I hope they are 
all right. The post is getting worse 
– you would think that by now 
they would have improved it. I was 
hoping to get a letter any day now 
from my father. He cannot write a 
lot on a double wooden letter-board 
but he says enough to assure me that 
all is well back home. 

. . . to be continued

“

”

Work has continued apace within the moat bank 
trench and latterly the kitchen trench at Hornby 
over the summer aided by favourable 
weather conditions.

Further important evidence of the 
furnishing of the moat bank chamber 
has come to light with the discovery of 
the base of a fireplace containing a 20-cm layer of 
compacted ash above the base of the hearth. The 
stone sink identified during the last season has been 
examined more closely with the discovery that it had 
a timber lining in addition to a timber drain directed 
beneath the mortar floor and out into the moat directly 
to the north. Between the back of the sink and kitchen 
wall directly to the south a hearth structure containing 
charcoal was located, possibly indicating a means of 
heating water for use in the sink. A connection to the 
network of timber water-pipes has also been located 
running along the eastern edge of the trench. A cherry 
stone and a sharpened charcoal pencil were recovered 
from the drain.
 Evidence of a timber sill-beam, possibly suggesting a 
half-timbered elevation, was located along the northern 
edge of the trench adjacent to the moat. An ash deposit 
along the outer kitchen wall, together with a partially 
burnt section of structural timber placed centrally 
within the trench, indicates where the building was 
destroyed in the later 15th century.
 In the case of the kitchen trench, a small 1.1 x 2.0 
metre section was opened through the kitchen floor 

in an area clear of later medieval kitchen features. 
This was decided upon in order to investigate the 
possible source of the quantity of earlier and even 
Pre-Conquest material from the kitchen floor. Beneath 
a well-made later medieval mortar floor approximately 
25 cm deep a further timber-boarded floor was located. 
This contained two substantial aisle posts, one better 
preserved than the other, indicating a building running 
north–south on a different alignment to the later 
medieval kitchen and parallel with but in front of the 
medieval hall. Two fragments of timber stave-plank 
walling were recovered from the floor surface, indicating 
a potentially very early date.
 Work has continued on the kitchen trench through 
the remainder of the summer.

Erik Matthews 

A fragment of stave-plank walling, 
recovered from beneath the 
15th-century kitchen floor Actual size
© Erik Matthews

Research grants

The Society’s annual research grants 
award sums up to a maximum of £250 
for projects within the North East 
of England.

The deadline for applications is 
31st December 2017. 

To obtain a copy of our guidelines 
for applications, please contact 
the Secretary, or visit our website. 

Martin Hutchinson, 
aka Martius, at the 
Binchester open 
weekend on 
15–16 July 2017
© Belinda Burke



Many members will be familiar 
with the site of the Roman fort at 
Lanchester, perched high above 
the modern village on its west side. 
The monument’s impressive state 
of preservation is due in large part 
to the fact that it has been in the 
possession of the Greenwell family 
since 1633; Canon William Greenwell 
of course being one of the founding 
members and leading lights of the 
Society. 

The name of the site occurs on an 
inscription from the site set up by a 
unit of Suebians based here during 
the reign of Gordian (ad 238–44). 
In the Notitia Dignitatum it occurs 
twice as ‘Longovicio’ (xl15 and 
xl30). The traditional interpretation 
of this as ‘place of the ship-fighters’ 
might seem rather odd given the 
inland location of Lanchester, but 
a recent discovery could suggest 
that this is correct. 
 As a consequence of a discovery 
in 2016 we can now add the names 
of two men, father and son, who 
originated from the native 
population in the vicinity of 
Longovicium. The discovery was 
made by Mark Houston, a metal 
detectorist, who, on investigating 
a strong signal, excavated to a 
shallow depth and found what 
initially seemed to be a stack of 
small copper plates. After taking 
them home and doing some careful 
cleaning he soon realised that they 
bore incised writing and that it 
was in Latin. Acting responsibly, 

he swiftly reported his find to the 
then Finds Liaison Officer for 
the Portable Antiquities Scheme 
in County Durham, Ellie Cox. 
Although it was in fragments and 
partly corroded, both Mark and 
Ellie quickly recognised that the 
find was almost certainly a veteran’s 
discharge diploma, of which around 
twenty examples have been found 
in Britain, confirming the bestowal 
of Roman citizenship on himself, 
his wife and children. Following 
cleaning and conservation at 
Durham University, the text was 
deciphered by John Pearce and 
Roger Tomlin. The diploma, 
originally consisting of two bronze 
sheets of about A5 size held together 
with wire loops, had been folded 
over prior to being deliberately 
buried and as a consequence had 
corroded along the folds into eight 
pieces. It had been issued to a man 
named Velvotigernus during the 
reign of Antoninus Pius, on the 13th 
day before the Kalends of December 
(19 November), most probably in 
ad 150. This diploma is uniquely 
important because its recipient 
had served his twenty-six years 
(one more than auxiliaries served) 
with the Classis Germanica – the 
provincial fleet in Germany – and 
this is the first example of a sailor’s 
discharge diploma to be found 
in Britain. 
 Velvotigernus, and his father, 
Magiotigernus, seem likely to have 
been of fairly high status in the 
native community. The second 

element of their names, -tigernus, 
is considered to mean ‘king’ or 
‘master’ and the father’s name 
translates as ‘great master’. The 
meaning of the Velvo- element is 
uncertain. The fact that this man 
served with the Classis Germanica 
rather than the Classis Britannica 
is explained by the policy still 
prevalent in this period of not 
allowing non-legionary units to 
serve in their own native land 
(or at sea, in this case).
 The diploma conforms to 
the standard format for such 
documents. The inscription on 
the outer face of the top sheet 
gives the name and titles of the 
emperor, followed by a list of the 
auxiliary units in Lower Germany 
and the men discharged by the 
German fleet on that day; then 
the individual named below, and 
his current or future first wife and 
any children, are bestowed with 
Roman citizenship. The diploma 
then gives the date and the names 
of the two consuls for that year – 
Gaius Curtius Justus and Gaius 
Julius Julianus – followed by the 
name of the recipient and his father, 
his ethnicity, the name of the unit 
he served with – in this case the 
Classis Germania pia fidelis (‘the 
German fleet loyal and faithful’) 
and the name of its commander, 
Marcus Ulpius Ulpianus. The final 
line reads, ‘Copied and checked 
from the bronze tablet set up at 
Rome on the wall behind the temple 
of the deified Augustus, near [the 

The Lanchester diploma
© Museum of Archaeology, 
Durham University

statue of] Minerva’. This referred 
to the central record of all military 
discharges. 
 The inner face of the top sheet 
carries a repetition of the text on 
the outer face, minus the name 
of the recipient which actually 
appears on the inner face of the 
second sheet. The outer face of the 
second sheet, in effect the back of 
the document, bears the names of 
seven witnesses and originally these 
would have been accompanied 
by their personal seals: Marcus 
Servilius Geta, Lucius Pullius 
Chresimus, Marcus Sentilius Jasus, 
Tiberius Julius Felix, Gaius Julius 
Silvanus, Lucius Pullius Velox and 
Publius Ocilius Priscus.
 Although a very valuable artefact 
in evidential terms, the diploma 
does not qualify as ‘treasure’ 
according to the definitions in 
the Treasure Act because it is not 
of precious metal. Consequently 
museums were not automatically 
given the opportunity to purchase 
it. However, both the finder and 
the landowner were adamant that 
it should stay in the region and be 
on display to the public not sold 
on the open market for the highest 
price. For this attitude we should 
be extremely grateful and I am 
happy to report that the diploma 
was bought by the Palace Green 
Museum in Durham City and is 
now on permanent display.

David Mason

Summer excursions 2017

Lanchester – ‘a sailor’s return’

Great Orme

The extended excursion 
to North West Wales, 
visiting the Great Orme 
Bronze Age copper mines.

Opencast mining started 
there around four thousand 
years ago, and when the 
surface deposits were 
exhausted, the miners 
followed the veins of 
ore underground. To date, 
over five miles of tunnels, 
with dates ranging from 
1860 to 600 BC, have 
been surveyed.

Darlington
2 July 2017

A visit to the Quaker 
graveyard in Darlington 
with Martin Roberts:
‘Within lie the great 
Quakers that built the 
town, the Peases and 
Backhouses, unified 
in death with their 
less influential brethren, 
all lying north–south, 
with the same simple 
headstones, no eulogies 
only names and dates.’

Markenfield Hall 10 June 

The Tudor gatehouse of Markenfield Hall


